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Listen to th is article about how waves form. Pay attention 
to the words in the color boxes. These are the words you 
will be learning in this unit. 

W ltiJt M'aJk.~$; \Yi;¥@;®~ 
(Magazine Article) 

II magine wa lking on the beach. You feel 
II the warm sand and a seashell beneath 
your feet. After a while, you sit and look at 
the ocean. A boat on the water rises and 
falls . Water rolls in to the shore. It ma kes you 
wonder, "What makes waves?" 

A wave is a moving ridge on the surface of a large body of 
water. Wind causes most waves. As wind blows over water, it 
gives some of its energy to the water. A small amount of wind 
makes a tiny wave. A strong wind can make a really big wuve. 
Try it yourself by blowing over the top of a pan of water. 

Because of the way waves seem to stack on each other, you 
might get the idea that the water moves forwa rd. In fact, the 
water only moves up and down. You can see this motion by 
watching a rowboat or buoy. These objects will 
bob up and down with a wave, but they do 
not move toward or away from the shore. 

When a wave near the shore breaks, 
the top tips over and finally crashes onto 
the beach . 
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Wind is not the only thing that causes waves to form . 
Sometimes earthquakes and volcanic eruptions happen 
underwater. They can cause special kinds of very long, high 
waves. These giant waves rush away from the center of the 
action of the earthquake or volcano. You can make a model of 
these waves in a tub or pool. Put your arms straight out. Pull 
them apart and push them together again quickly. Watch how 
the water moves away in waves. 

What makes waves? Wind, earthquakes, and volcanoes do. 
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<r;ord Meanings 
You heard the words below in the paHage on pages 28-29. 
Read each word and its meaning. Write the word on the 
line to complete the sentence. 

I. beach 
(noun) 

2. center 
(noun) 

A beach is land near the water. It is usually sandy. 

The children looked for shells along the 

A center is a place that is in the middle 
of something. 

My mom put the flowers in the 

______ _ of the table. 
Ill lllllllllUHIUl ll!ltllllJ! Ii' lltlltllllll'•lllll!lllllll !I 1111 •Wit!, '1•1: 11• 'I' 

3. finally 
(adverb) 

Finally means "at last." 

We _ _______ finished our 
homework. 

ill! 111111111 11!1, lll llt llllll,111111•1,1111!1111r11IJIUllllll11111• llll!lllltllllllll 1•1•1111, II 

4. idea 
(noun) 

5. ocean 
(noun) 
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An idea is a thought or a plan. It is something 
that you think of. 

Grandma hod a great ________ for 
Dad's birthday present. 

l!t !lol1lllJ l 1Ul llltl I Ill Ill 1111111 111111 I 11,.1• ti ll jjJ'lt I 11 11 

The ocean is a very large area 
of salt water. It covers almost 
three quarters of Earth. 

Ships sail across the big, 

blue _______ _ 

) 



6. seashell 
(noun) 

A seashell is the shell of a sea animal .tf. 
7. stack 

(noun) 

such as on oyster or a clam. 

The outside of the large 

feels rough. 

A stack is a neat pile of something. 

I ate a toll _______ of pancakes. 

(verb) When you stack things, you pile them one on 
top of another. 

8. tiny 
(odjecfive) 

Please _____ the books neatly 
on my desk. 

If something is tiny, it is very small. 

A _____ drop of water dripped 
from the bottle. 

11 ! II ,II! 1/111 tll!IU IIHI 111111 HUI" 

9. wave 
(verb) 

When you wave, you move your 
hand bock and forth . 

I ________ to my friend. 

(noun) A wave looks like a long bump moving 
through the water in a lake or on ocean. 

A huge ________ crashed 
onto the beach. 

u1 111111:1111,111111,111111111111,1,111111111111111111111111,11111 1111111111,11,111111111,11111u,11,1111, 111u,r,1,1111 11 

10. wonder 
(verb) 

When you wonder about something, you are 
curious about it. You wont to learn about it. 

I ------- why the sky is blue. 
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Q atch the Meaning /iii\ Practice unit with \31" lnteractlve game& 

Choose the word from the box that matches the meaning 
in the clue. Write the word on the line. 

beach idea ocean seashell stack 

I . This is something that belongs to some sea animals. 

2. This is a sandy place by the water. ___ _ ___ _ 

3. This is a large body of salt water. _____ __ _ 

4. This is a toll pile of something. ______ _ _ 

5. This is a pion you ore thinking about. _ ___ _ __ _ 

:.:!'~,1111m m n rum111u1m111u1111um111,1,ut11111u11111111,!u111'11111umu 1," '"" ,t1, ,1, ,.,,, 1 1 ,1111,11, 011 .. 1111111111,mmum10mm,,umunu111111111u11111111111,,,\ 

! center finally tiny wave wonder i 
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6. You might do this when you greet a friend. _______ _ 

7. You might stand here so oil the children con see what you are 

doing. ____ ___ _ 

8. You might soy this word after you finish cleaning up your room. 

9. You might use this word to describe an ant. _______ _ 

I 0. You might do this when you want to know why something is 

happening. _ ______ _ 
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pfeting the Sentence 
Choo,e thi> word Jrom rhe box that be,1 complete, the 
,,nrenct. Wri te ihe word on the line. 

bcoeh 
seashell 

center 
stack 

nnolly 
tiny 

Idea 
wave 

I . I walk on the sofl sand al lhe 

2. A whole ,s a large animal that hves 1n the 

3. I how heovy a whole is. 

ocean 
wonder 

crab. If. Inside the shell I found ltves a 

5. There is a hole near the 

6. I also found a pretty 

of a clam's shell . 

on the beach. 

7. A carries some shells in from the sea . 

8. The wove almost washes away the of pails. 

9. the children move the pails away. 

I 0. Thal was a good 
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O ords in Conte)Ct 
,._f ~ 

Read the story. Then write a sentence to answer each 
question below. - -- ----- ....r 

-~- - A Sommer Idea .J- __ 
Jenny loved the winter. But it was summer, and she was , 

at the beach. Suddenly she had an idea. 
Jenny began to gather seashells and sticks. Dad watched. 

"I wonder what she"s doing," he said to himself. , 
Jenny made three different-size balls of sand and stacked 

them. She put the biggest ball on the bottom and the smallest 1/ 
ball on top. Then she stuck two long sticks in the middle ball, \\ 
one stick on each side. She put seashells in the top ball to make \\ 
the eyes, ears, and nose. Dad laughed. He finally figured out 1 

what Jenny was doing. --........ -..;..~--- ~ -
~~===:::.::::~-

I. What did Dad wonder about? 

2. How did Jenny stack the balls of sand? ___ _ _ _ ___ _ 

3. What word in the story means "at lasf'? ______ ____ _ 

4. What was Jenny's idea? ______________ _ _ _ 

\\\I I UUUIIIUUIUlltllhlllliflUUlllll!ltn!llltlUIIIIUU!llltllU11!111m11•mt!IIIIJl11llttttUlll!t'tll11tt1IUlll1UUIUmm11 I!! I '·' 

i write Your Own 
4 

; center ocean tiny wave 
'"1111,uu,111111111111111u11111111111111111111111,11111m111111111umuu11111111•mrn11,tUII\IIIIU'lllhl\U!!l!IIIL 1111 1, 

5. Write a sentence using a word in the box. ____ _ ____ _ 
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{Oord Games 
Find the word in the box that matches the clue. 
Write the word on the puzzle. 

beach 
seashell 

ACROSS 

center 
stack 

2. a sandy place by the ocean 

5. something that you think of 

6. at last 

7. a pile 

9. to want to know 

I 

:J_J_Jj_J 

finally 
tiny 

idea 
wave 

ocean won7/P 
DOWN 
I. a large body of salt water 

3. very, very small 

4. the hard shell of a sea animal 

8. the middle of something 

9. what you might do to say hello 

3. 

5. 

:J_J _J_J_J _1. __ _J __ a. ----

-i.,--.-9 . _J_J_~ 
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!ntroducing the Words 
Listen to this story about a family ·s trip to see the northern 
lights. Pay attention to the words in the color boxes. These 
are the words you will be learning in this unit. 

,~ 8la1ilo111JC1i~ 
(Informational Fiction) 

L ily and Jonah could not wait for spring break. All week, they 
talked about their trip. In a few days, they would arrive in 

Alaska to see the northern lights, a natural display of glowing 
colors in the night sky. Even though their parents had shown 
them pictures of the northern lights, Lily and Jonah still weren't 
sure exactly what to expect. 

"How can rainbow colors appear in the dark?" Jonah asked. 
"You'll just have to wait and see," Mom answered. "As 

long as we have good weather in Alaska , we should get a 
great show." 

"I think this is the first time I'm not hoping for a snowstorm," 
Lily laughed. 

"That's why we're going in March," Dad said. "It's not 
summer yet, so the sky still gets dark enough for us to see the 
northern lights. However, it won't be as cold and snowy as it 
would be in the winter." 

That weekend, the family flew to Fairbanks, Alaska. 
There was some winter snow still on the ground, but skies 
were clear. Even in March, it felt cold to Lily and Jonah , 



e~pecially a t nig ht. They wore winter coats and sipped hot 
chocolate a s they wa ited and waited for the northern lights. 
It was a lmost midnight when a faint glow appeared where the 
la nd met the sky. 

Slowl y, the light grew and rose higher. It seemed to float 
right a bove the trees. Soon, the sky was painted with enormous 
swirls of green a nd yellow. Jonah was so amazed that he could 
ba rely spea k. 

"Awesome," he sa id in an excited whisper. 

...... 
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Q ord Meanings 
You heard the words below in the passage on pages 36-37. 
Read each word and its meaning. Write the word on the 
line to complete the sentence. 

I. arrive 
(verb) 

Ill l'ollt II 111111• Il l !JI 1ollll11 

2. clear 
(adjective) 

(adjective) 

When you arrive somewhere, you reach the 
place you set out for. 

I ________ at school at 8 o'clock. 

When something is clear, it is not cloudy or dark. 

There was not one cloud in the 

-------- sky. 

Clear can also mean that you can 
see through something easily. 

We could see the rocks at the 

bottom of the ________ lake. 
IIIIIHllhU1IIIIIIU11'1t1'1IIIU, 1111w111111, u ,111111n1,un•.1111,11 11 '"' 

3. enormous 
(adjective) 

4. exactly 
(adverb) 

5. float 
(verb) 
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Anything enormous is very big. 

The elephant is _______ _ 

If something looks or happens exactly like something 
else, it looks or happens in the same way. ? 

My bike looks ______ _ 
like yours. 

When things float, they stay on top 
of water or in the air. 

I let go of the balloon and watched it 

________ above the tree. 
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6. midnight 
(noun) 

7. rainbow 
(noun) 

Midnight comes at 12 o'clock at night. It is called 
midnight because it is in the middle of the night. 

I try to stay up until ----- - - - , but 
I always fall asleep. 

A rainbow is made of long 
stripes of color in the sky. 
If the sun shines after 
it rains, you often see a 
rainbow. 

I can see orange, red, purple, blue, and 

other colors in a _______ _ 

8. snowstorm A snowstorm happens when a lot of snow falls . 
(noun) 

9. weekend 
(noun) 

10. whisper 
(verb) 

Over a foot of snow fell during the 

The weekend is made up of the two days of 
the week called Saturday and Sunday. 

I visit and eat lunch with my grandfather 
every _______ _ 

I ,ltH,lfllll!I 11111 Ill I •l1Uli\11!1<IIII 11h11 

When you whisper, you speak in a 
very soft and quiet voice. 

We ________ so 
that no one else will hear what 
we say. 
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Q atch the Meaning 
vocabularywork1hop.com 

la\ Practice unit with '31 Interactive and 

Choose the word from the box that matches the meaning 
in the clue. Write the word on the line. 

clear midnight rainbow snowstorm weekend 

I. This is a time when most people ore sleeping. __ _ 

2. This is a big storm with a lot of snow. ____ _ 

3. This is what we coll the two days Saturday and Sunday. 

4. This is what you might see in the sky ofter it rains. 

5. This word describes a blue sky that hos no clouds. 

--------

I .111 11,!I I HI 

arrive enormous exactly float whisper 

6. You do this when you speak softly. _____ _ 

7. You do this when you get to a new place. _ ______ _ 

8. You see a boll do this on top of the water. _______ _ 

9. You might use this word to describe something that is very big. 

10. You might use this word to tell how alike twin sisters look. 

40 Unit 4 



' U ompfeting the Sentence 
Choose the word from the box that best completes the 
sentence. Write the word on the line. 

clear enormous exactly float arrive 
midnight rainbow snowstorm weekend whisper 

I. I woke up at ________ and saw the snow falling. 

2. Tomorrow is the beginning of the --------, and there 
is no school. 

3. "We will play in the snow tomorrow," I ________ to 
my sister. 

4. The snow clouds have gone, and the sky is _______ _ 

5. My two friends finally ________ at 9 o'clock. 

6. We make an _________ snowman. 

7. His hat has all the colors of the ________ on it. 

8. My sister makes a snowman ________ like ours! 

9. Later that afternoon, dark gray clouds ________ in. 

10. Maybe we will have another ________ tonight. 
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O ords in Conte,ct 
Read the speech balloon. Then write a sentence 
to answer each question below. 

~-

( 

Hello , summer lovers! Today's weather is clear 
and is almost exactly like the beautiful day we had 
yesterday. Around midnight tonight, we expect clouds 
to move in . Don't worry, though. By the weekend, it 
will be clear and hot again. 

So beach lovers , arrive early at the beach for a good 
spot. As you lie on the sand, put your hands in the 
cool, clear water. If you feel hot, just think about that 
enormous snowstorm we had only three months ago. 

Until tomorrow, I am your Weatherwoman Wendy, 
with summer skies all around! 

I. What is today's weather almost exactly like? ____ _ 

2. What will the weather be like around midnight? __ _ 

3. What will the weather be like by the weekend? ____ _ 

4. Why should people arrive early at the beach? ___ _ 

t write Your Own float ra inbow whisper 
• 

5. Write a sentence using a word in the box. 
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!L)ordGames 
Find the word in the box that matches the clue. 
Write each letter of the word on an answer blank. 

arrive 
midnight 

clear enormous exactly 
rainbow snowstorm weekend 

I . stay on top of water 

2. speak softly 

3. not muddy 

4. something colorful in 
the sky 

5. huge 

6. in the very same way 

7. a big snowfall 

8. comes after evening 

9. comes after Friday 

10. to reach a place 

Look at the letters you wrote in the shaded column above. 
Write them on the answer blanks below to answer the riddle. 

, , 

float 

' ' I . 
lilt 

whisper 

"t _. :) '"> 'I ~..:. • I __o--; J I .... 
-( 

What side of a bird has the most feathers? 

Unit 4 • 43 



j If you need help with a word , look 1t up 
l 1n the Clossary 0 1 the bock or this book 

) ynonyms 
Circle the word that has almost the same meaning as 
the word in dark print. Write the word on the line. 

I . The boat sailed across the sea. 
A. ocean B. beach C. seashell 

2. I have a plan for a school play. 
A. wave B. idea C. ocean 

3. The seashore is covered with shells. 
A. rainbow B. beach C. snowstorm 

4. There is jelly in the middle of the donut. 
A. center B. idea C. wave 

5. Please pile the newspapers in the corner. 
A. arrive B. stack C. whisper 

Antonyms 
Circle the word that has almost the opposite meaning as 
the word in dark print. Write the word on the line. 

I. I leave home at 8 o'clock. 
A. wonder B. arrive C. wave 

2. What a huge pumpkin! 
A. tiny B. enormous C. clear 

3. Don't shout so much! 
A. float B. stack C. whisper 

4. Will the toy boat sink in the pool? 
A. arrive B. float C. stack 

5. The little elephant sprayed water on us. 
A. clear B. tiny C. enormous 



Classifying 
""' I.ooh at the words in the box. Write each word in the 

group in which it best fits. Use each word once. 

clear 
snowstorm 

enormous 
stack 

Vlords that tell 
About Size 

Vleather Vlords 

ocean seashell 
tiny whisper 

Vlords About 
the Beach 

Action Vlords 
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j 
~ ord Associations 

• 
Choose the answer that best completes the sentence 
or answers the question. Pay attention to the word 
in dark print. Fill in the circle next to the answer . 

I . What might you do at the 
beach? 
0 climb a tall mountain 
0 gather leaves 
0 dig in the sand 

2. Who might stand at the 
center of a stage? 
0 a bird 
0 a baby 
0 an actor 

3. When might you see a 
rainbow? 
0 at night 
0 after it rains 
0 before it rains 

4. On a snowy day, it's a good 
idea to 
0 put on a hat and boots. 
0 swim in the lake. 
0 wear shorts. 

5. If you stack blocks, you 
0 hide them. 
0 color them. 
0 pile them. 

6. When you wonder about 
something, you 
0 don't care about it. 
O want to know more about it. 
0 are scared of it. 

7. You have exactly five cents if 
you have 
0 a penny. 
0 a nickel. 
0 a dime. 

8. What might a wave in the 
ocean do? 
0 shake your hand 
0 make you hot 
0 splash water on you 

9. What might you finally do at 
the end of the day? 
0 write a story 
0 play in the park 
0 go to sleep 

10. You might find clear water in 

0 a muddy pond. 
0 the dirt . 
0 a swimming pool. 1 



'-'Completing the Idea 
Complete each 1t'nte11ce 11arter 10 that i t make1 ienie. 
Pay attent ion to the word in darlt print. 

I . If I arrive late or school, I 

2. When 11 is dork and cloudy, I wonder 1f 

3. After the snowstorm, I 

Lf. On o sunny and clear day, I 

5. At the beach, the giant wove 

6. When I go to the beach, I 

7. On the weekend, I 

8. When I finally go to the park, I 

9. At midnight, I 

. The bus arrived at exactly _____________ _ 
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Vford Study • Compound Words _, 

i 

i 
I 

A compound word is mode up of two smaller words. 
Sometimes, the smaller words con help you figure out the 
meaning of the compound word. 

mail + box = mailbox 
A mailbox is a box for your mail. 

Put the words together to make a compound word. Write the 
new word on the line. 

I . snow + storm = 

2. sea + shell = 

3. rain + bow = 

4. week + end = 

5. mid + night = 

Read each sentence. Write yes if the sentence gives the meaning 
of the word in dark print, 

6. A snowstorm is a storm with lots of snow. 

7. A seashell is the shell of a sea animal. 

8. A rainbow is a bow made from rain . 

9. A weekend is the days at the end of a week. 

One sentence above does not give the correct meaning of the 
compound word. Write the correct meaning of the word below. 

10. 

,,, 
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